Paradoxical Love Metaphor from Poetry

Лю Сяо 

аспирантка, третьего года

Московский Государственный Университет Имени М.В. Ломоносова/Филологический факультет, Москва, Россия

transliftion@gmail.com

Cognitive linguistics has gradually become the main stream of language study. It is based on embodied philosophy, which considers cognition is the bridge between reality and language [Lackoff: 125]. The cognitive model is formed during the intersection and mutual influence of reality and human cognitive activities. Language emerges after cognition, it is not to be deemed as an isolated intellectual ability, but rather part of human’s cognitive abilities. The essential difference between cognitive linguistics and the former schools of linguistic studies, including structuralism, generative-functional linguistics, is that cognitive linguistics treats human initiation and creativity as the essential component in language formation [Stern: 405]. 

Under cognitive linguistics, fully applying human initiation and creativity, the author of the paper has analyzed more than 200 love-related poems; the following paper shows the paradoxical metaphors about love. 

Love can be an entrapment and a way to escape; love is a danger and a curer; love is storm and it quells whirlpool; love can bind two person together, and it cans set one free; love is air, and water, which is undisputable to keep human alive, while love is toxic and threating to one’s life; love can make the time stops and it can make time flies; love can make one’s heart race and can also make one skip a heart beat; love is magic and love is simple; love is pure and love is a mystery; love is a long journey and love happens in one second; love is the blooming flower and the immature bud; love is the sprout and the newly-set seedling. 

In the following paper, examples will be illustrated to describe the paradox of love metaphors. All the metaphors will be classified into several groups: love is connection; love and time; love is danger vs love is safety; love is bright; love is integrity; love is a disaster and love is the saver; love is developing; love is a journey; love is water; love is a building; love is air.  

Therefore, although the paper has collected, classified and analyzed more than 200 love poems written by different authors, there are still many love metaphors that are not included in this paper; and we have to realize the fast development of language, new metaphors emerge every moment, love metaphor included. 

In addition to the circle theory, there are two new points concluded by analyzing the love poems. First is that by overlapping, the characters of each circle are underlined and made more obvious and impressive. Lots of examples are given in the previous context already; second is that not only the features of each circle are highlighted by overlapping, the whole scenario or the whole picture are made more vivid and clear through overlapping. 
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