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The western educational system differs significantly from the Russian one. Academic writing plays a central role in the studying process of western education, whereas in Russian higher education there is not much writing required. There are several genres of academic witting in Anglo-Saxon system, such as an academic essay, report, research proposal, literature reviews, etcetera. There are also many types of writing tasks, such as argumentation, analysis, exposition, cause-effect interpretation, comparison/ contrast and classification. Russian students are not exposed to these genres and tasks during their studying. In Russian universities, the end-of-year exams are used as a major assessment tool. Academic writing is restricted by three genres: synopsis, course work and a final (graduation) paper, which is written at the end of the degree course. Even a research proposal, one of the central genres in western postgraduate education, in fact does not exist in Russia. Limited genres, consequently, affect negatively on the educational training quality. As a result, “Russian students are at a disadvantage as compared to their European counterparts” [Kostrova, Kulinich: 88]. Analogically, foreign students get confused when they are supposed to submit a writing task in a Russian university.
The majority of writing assignments in western universities are academic essays. An academic essay is a written text out of class assignment, which presents a perspective on particular phenomenon and has a specified length. It is more frequently required in humanities courses. A good essay requires library research, synthesis of literature and evidence from different sources. Any essay has a strict structure and formal language. According to traditional classification [Martin, Peters: 87], academic essays can be divided into two main groups: factual and persuasive analytical. Factual essays can be descriptive or explanatory; persuasive analytical include evaluative and argumentative types. The task to write the first type of essay is often given to undergraduate students, whereas postgraduate students are expected to write the second type of essay.
An academic essay in Russia is a non-structured piece of writing, in which the author can freely express their point of view. Accordingly, the classifications of the essay genres are different in Russian writing tradition [Mineeva, 2015: 8]. A Russian student writes a significant amount of essays in high school, but these essays are reflections on Russian classic literature. At the universities, essays are usually given as an additional task in order to give the students a chance to express their personal view. Even though showing logic, analytical thinking and supportive evidence is favourable, it is not crucial. The essay must be persuasive, convincing and stylistically impeccable [Getmanskaya, Zinin]. Russian students are not familiar with concepts of topic sentence, paragraph structure or thesis statements.
The Russian writing tradition, unlike western, cannot be characterized as reader-oriented. A western writer does everything to be logical and clear for their reader, a Russian writer cares more about a stylistic and compositional originality of their work. Style must be engaging and aesthetical; the flow of ideas unpredictable. Readers are often expected to draw logical connection themselves [Kostrova, Kulinich: 87]. That is why a task to write an academic essay normally would confuse an international student from Russia who is new to the western academic system. Western students, who used to write essays in high school, are familiar at least with general rules of essay writing, whereas Russian students are not.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Thus, any teacher of Russian as a second language should be aware of these differences in order to avoid miscommunication with their students. Indeed, “one of the most frustrating experiences for students is not understanding what will be considered as important in an assignment” [Johns: 102]. Besides, in order to avoid spending a significant amount of time and effort for a work which will be considered as weak, it would be helpful for students to be aware of the academic expectations before their studying commences. 
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