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The processes of globalization and the new status of modern English as a lingua franca together with the unprecedented development of digital technologies have considerably changed the so far existing rules of public speaking in general and the genre of lecturing in particular. Nowadays, the lecturers are liable to give all kind of digital (PowerPoint) presentations that appeal to the young audience who are considered to be more impatient, speedy and visually attuned than their elders [Yarrow, O'Donnell: 17]. Listening being a physically demanding activity, this Net Generation listens only to the information that really gets their attention. They have a much lower attention span and usually get distracted if the lecture is slow and monotonous. 

At the same time, they appear to be greatly dependent on multimedia technologies and make sense of the surrounding world through images. That is why to hold the audience a skilful orator can't do without visual aids. He should make use of different linguistic and extra-linguistic means, among which PowerPoint techniques come gradually to the fore. 

This being the case, PowerPoint becomes a must because it corresponds to the cognitive capacities and the psychological traits of the new generation of students. Its use must be psychologically motivated and is conditioned by the lecturer's awareness of the audience and the situation of his/her speech delivery. Without exaggeration, he can be compared to a conductor of a big orchestra who shifts accents all the time and manipulates all the available ways and means skilfully to establish a closer contact with his target audience. Besides, it becomes a rhetorical device that may help to highlight the speaker’s intention and reinforce his/her ideas. It adds to the variability of one's speech and serves equally well if one's task is either to entertain the public or to make them memorise some underlying points of the lecture. It may also change the focus of attention from auditory to visual channels and enable the lecturer to switch from the oral form of speech to the written one or vice versa. 

This being the case, an intricate type of dichotomy comes into the limelight. There is a correlation between the oral form of speech and the new mode of presenting it graphically on a slide, which should be well balanced and made up carefully by the speaker. The fact is that the academic discourse has traditionally been oriented towards the written speech, and there is an understandable inclination towards exploiting a PowerPoint presentation as a material to be read form, or teleprompter. Nevertheless, all the manuals devoted to the effective 21st century public speaking warn the presenters about the dangers of ‘overusing’ the PowerPoint potential. To put it briefly, a digital presentation, although written in form, should complement the lecturer’s thoughts and his/her verbal message, never ousting their linguistic performance and ‘stealing the show’. Thus, PowerPoint is treated as an important but supplementary device, and it is the oral form of speech that is the focus of people’s attention.  
It should be noted in this connection that lecturing as a whole becomes more ‘saturated’ in timbral and rhetorical terms than the predominately neutral and serious Timbre 1, whose expression-plane can easily do without any speaking liberties or extremities. This is conditioned not only by the use of PowerPoint but first and foremost by the tastes and demands of the new generation of learners whose manner of speaking has become more informal, unbuttoned and democratic. As a result, the phonetic (or pronunciation) style is changing in favour of a colloquial one, and what has traditionally been formal in public speaking today is lowered down [Cook: 5]. Thus, the lecturers may allow themselves all kind of rhetorical liberties and colourings of speech, and the two Timbres – Timbre 1 and Timbre 2 – start to overlap each other.
To put it in a nutshell, the ‘properly formatted’ register of lecturing, which is generally slow, well-organised and devoid of any spontaneities [Юрышева: 39], is no longer what it used to be. Being exposed to the present-day technological demands, its sound form inevitably goes through all kind of segmental and suprasegmental transformations. Its prosodic arrangement becomes more involved and diversified and can by no means be confined to the so far established and recommended prosodic minimum which, therefore, should be rearranged or, at the very least, broadened.
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