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The media is referred to as the Forth Estate as it has an instrumental role in framing political issues. Zaller says that politicians take part “in the public game of “media politics” which includes three principle actors – politicians, journalists, and citizens” [Zaller, 1999: 2]. The world public opinion is distant from the political system, and the media becomes a mediator between people and politicians [Sheigal, 2004: 41]. However, the media shapes public opinion through biased evaluations and deliberately creates positive or negative images and stereotypes. Defining a degree of bias in mass media has been actively discussed in media discourse studies.
There are serious discrepancies in TV media regarding Donald Trump’s image. The channels CNN, Fox News and RT give different evaluations of his recent activities including building of the wall at the border with Mexico, the shutdown of the government, meeting with chief intelligence officers, the State of the Union Address.
CNN, which stands strong against Trump, tends to create a negative image of the president and his actions. Trump is portrayed as a liar and an ignorant person who puts the country in danger.

In a mountain of mendacity the president really outdid himself today. <…> It’s not new for us to have to expose the President of the United States for lying. I don’t think he’s ever told the bigger whopper than this one because it’s so obviously untrue. <…> It is mind-bending mendacity, but also dangerous [CNN, Clapper: Trump ‘lives in no-fact zone reality bubble all to himself’, 01.02.19].
There are two dangers. The first one is the president’s ignorance. <…> Second is a lack of curiosity about the world which is different from other presidents [CNN, Trump’s mispronunciation in intel briefing stuns Brooke Baldwin, 06.02.19].
As is well known, use of words or word combinations with evaluative connotations is a distinguishing feature of media texts [Dobrosklonskaya, 2008: 116]. CNN journalists use a wide range of words to label Trump as a liar: neutral (“lying”, “untrue”), formal (“mendacity”) and informal as well (“whopper”, “mind-bending”). These words can be called emotives – words and phrases that have an adherent evaluative component [Mukhortov, 2017: 351].
Fox News as the channel that supports Trump and his policy mostly considers his actions either as the best decisions made for the country’s prosperity or as a result of intrigues by Trump’s enemies.

Show them you are the leader with a long-term plan, you are the unifier, you are the reasonable one [Fox News, Steve Says: Advice to President Trump, 28.02.19].

They [FBI agents] actually plotted to destroy your duly elected president [Fox News, Hunnity: FBI plotted to destroy President Trump, 14.01.19].
This was essentially a public repudiation by his own people of Donald Trump’s world view [Fox News, Media melts down after top intel chiefs contradict Trump, 30.01.19].
The linguistic representations of Trump’s image by Fox News include “duly elected president”, “leader”, and “unifier”, they are designed to highlight the president’s strong points and legitimacy of the elections, while FBI Intelligence chiefs look like rebels.
RT tends to give polarized evaluations of Donald Trump and his policy. RT journalists either sound neutral, praise Trump, or criticize him.
Today’s events have made one thing clear: President Trump is plunging the country into chaos; the stock market’s down another 500 points [RT, US stock market unstable for months – Trump and machine traders get the blame, 29.12.18].


Donald Trump has agreed to postpone State of the Union address until the government shut down comes to an end. It was cancelled by the Speaker of the US House of Representatives over security concerns. Decision initially met with anger by the president [RT, US house speaker cancels Trump’s State-of-the-Union speech over shutdown, 24.01.19].

Trump’s speech, which clocked in at 90 minutes, struck a conciliatory tone from the get-go, with the president asking America to “choose greatness” and “embrace the boundless potential of cooperation, compromise and the common good.” [RT, Soaring approval for Trump’s SOTU address among Americans – polls, 06.02.19]
I think the president’s focus on criminal justice reform was very important, I think it was a great bipartisan moment. Also he did attempt to reach across party lines, tried to find middle ground solutions on issues [RT, SOTU 2019: Analysis of Trump’s State of the Union, 05.02.19].
On the one hand, RT proclaims that Trump’s approach to his presidency is emotional and chaotic. On the other hand, Trump’s image is considered in a positive light as journalists take into account the president’s attempts to set “conciliatory tone” and find “middle ground solutions”.

In conclusion, it must be stressed that the media have a big potential for wielding social influence and impacting public opinion. The American channels CNN, Fox News and the Russian channel RT portray Trump differently. However, it would not be an exaggeration to say that their portrayals are very much biased and the viewer should take them with a pinch of salt.
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