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INTRODUCTION

India-Pakistan have a very long history of wars. The region of South east Asia, although dominated by many regional conflicts, the Indo-Pakistan conflict has created the most trouble over the years. Ever since independence of both the countries and the subsequent partition, the countries have engaged each other in both symmetrical and asymmetrical warfare. This paper is intended to analyse the past between the countries to understand the present situation and to give possible future perspectives of the given conflict.

HISTORY (1947 -2000)
Since 15th August 1947, the date when both the countries got independence from British colonial rule (Pakistan celebrates Independence Day on 14th August), the two countries have been on a continuous timeline of war. Starting from the war of Kashmir in 1947, which technically, goes on till today, to the last major conflict in the Kargil heights in 1999. 

Every single war has had its fair number of casualties on both sides, but more often than not that is not the only cost. The 1947 [1] war made sure that Kashmir joined the Union of India by signing the Instrument of Accession, the war in 1971 [2] resulted in the creation of Bangladesh, formerly as East Pakistan, and the war of 1999 resulted in international humiliation for Pakistan, when the government denied taking back the dead bodies of the soldiers. 
Indo-Pakistan issues, although concentrated in the region, often end up becoming conflicts that require international mediation or third-party interference. Case in point being the war of 1965 where USA and USSR intervened to negotiate, and hence resulted in the Tashkent declaration [3], or on the other hand, in 1971, when the USA sided with Pakistan and decided to send warships in the Arabian sea, only to be thwarted by the USSR navy, which supported the Indian side. 

History has also resulted in various agreements and pacts signed between the countries, which should have resulted in peace and growth in the relationship between the two countries, however, due to various reasons, two of the major ones being the instability of governments in Pakistan and the constant interference of the Pakistan army in the political issues of the country, have resulted in absolute failure to develop any positive ties between the two countries. 

PRESENT (2000-2020)
The present is perhaps, bleaker than the past. Since the last major war in 1999, there hasn’t been a full blown out war between the two countries, but the risk has always remained high. Confidence building measures between the two countries have famously failed, irrespective of which political party formed the government on both sides of the border. The so-called biryani diplomacy [4], based on Indian leaders going to Pakistan for lunch with their counterparts and vice versa has had no effect in the situation between the countries.
Both countries understand the risk of all-out war, and hence are defensive. Asymmetric warfare has become the more normal method of interaction between the two countries. Pakistan’s continuous support for terrorist camps in its territory and aiding them to cross the border for terror attacks in India has been globally condemned. The major case in point being the terror attacks on 26th November 2008 [5], which resulted in the death of 160 civilians in the city of Mumbai. The attacks were condemned internationally and Pakistan was presented by thousands of pages of proof to help it prosecute those involved. Incidentally, the main accused of the attacks Masood Azhar, founder of Jammat ud Dawa [6], continues to roam free in the country. 

There has, instead been a change from the Indian side with respect to the response to such attacks. A major example being airstrikes in Balakot, Pakistan after the Pulwama terror attack in Kashmir, and similar airstrikes in Pakistan Occupied Kashmir (POK) after the terror attack in Uri, Kashmir. This increased aggression from the Indian side shows a new approach in Pakistan’s cold war tactics of terrorism. India also continues to pressure Pakistan on the international front as well, with diplomacy, making sure that Pakistan continues to be a part of Financial Action Task Force’s grey list, creating economic problems for the country. 

While India has found international support against Pakistan for its fight against terrorism, there has been equal condemnation of India on the international stage due to the current government’s decisions and restrictions imposed in Kashmir, a state largely disputed between the two countries, but an integral part of India, under international law. 

FUTURE (2020- )

While major disagreements between the two countries still remain, especially since the recent happenings of Kashmir, and the complete absence of talks on any diplomatic level, there have been a few positive signs in their relationship. The recent opening of the Kartarpur corridor [7] between Indian and Pakistani Punjab, for religious Sikh devotees, as well the gesture of returning captured Indian pilot Abhinandan Varthaman, within two days of his capture, the Pakistan government under Imran Khan have tried to create and open dialogue with India through major decisions. The predominant scare about nuclear war too, has been up to a certain extent been extinguished, since India has a no first strike policy and Pakistan, although does not have such a policy, as informally promised to use nukes as weapons of last resort. Such events do make the picture a bit brighter, however the problems and challenges between the two countries remain, but the possibility of a full-scale war doesn’t exist anymore.
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